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THE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, 
AND STAFF CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY. 
TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE IS THE CULMINATION OF YOUR 
HARD WORK AND INTELLECTUAL EFFORT, WHICH SHOULD BE DULY 
NOTED AND PUBLICLY RECOGNIZED. MAY ALL OF YOUR DREAMS AND 
WISHES BRING FORTH A PROSPEROUS FUTURE. CONGRATULATIONS! 
j 
N OVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
WELCOME TO THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY OF 2015 
FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH CARE SCIENCES 
COLLEGE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 
COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY 
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 
DON TAFT UNIVERSITY CENTER 
DAVIE, FLORIDA 
Friday, the Fifteenth of May, Two Thousand and Fifteen 
Four O'clock in the Afternoon 
THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION 
MARSHAL 
DEGREE CANDIDATES 
MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 
UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS 
ORDER OF EXERCISES 
Prelude 
*Processional 
Crown Imperial (1937) ..................................................................................................... Walton 
Convening the Commencement ....................................................... Grand Marshal, Silvia Flores, M.D. 
Member of the Board of Trustees 
Presiding Officer ........................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
*Star Spangled Banner ........................................................................................... .................... Key/Smith 
O! say can you see by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
0' er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, 
0' er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
Introductions ......................................................................................................... Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Welcoming .................................................................................................... Fred Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Health Professions Division Chancellor 
Opening Remarks ........................................... ............ ................ .. ............... .......... George L. Hanbury II 
Conferring of Honorary Degree 
Doctor of Humane Letters ..................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II 
Commencement Address ........................................................................................ Gabbi Promoff, M.A. 
Associate Director for Policy, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
Office on Smoking and Health 
*Denotes that the audience should stand during this part of the ceremony 
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Presentation of Degree Candidates ....... ................ ....... .................. ................................. Ralph V. Rogers 
Presentation of Oaths 
Physical Therapy Oath ............................. ........... Madeleine A. Hellman, PT, Ed.D., M.H.M., Ed.D. 
Chair, Department of Physical Therapy/Associate Professor 
College of Health Care Sciences 
Optometric Oath ............................. ................................... ............ ........ Barry Frauens, O.D., FAAO 
Chair, Department of Clinics 
College of Optometry 
Pharmacist's Oath ...................................... .... ............................. Joshua Caballero, Pharm.D., BCCP 
Associate Professor 
College of Pharmacy 
Conferral of Degrees .............................................................................................. George L. Hanbury II 
Closing Remarks ................ ................. ...................... ................ ............................. George L. Hanbury II 
Dismissal of the Commencement ............................................................... Grand Marshal, Silvia Flores 
*Nova Southeastern University Anthem .... ................................................................................ Cavanaugh 
*Recessional 
Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern! 
Bright sun shining new; 
Radiant star of our morning, 
Ever rising, true; 
May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide 
and thy love a beacon strong, 
as throughout the world we spread thy name 
joining voice in grateful song: 
Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater, 
By thy light imbue, 
Service, honor, loyalty, 
'til our days are through. 
Love Thee, Gray and Blue! 
La Rejouissance ......... ... ................... ... ................... ... ................. ...................................... .. Handel 
From Music for the Royal Fireworks 
*Denotes that the audience should stand during this part of the ceremony 
CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH CARE SCIENCES 
Presented by Dean Stanley Wilson, PT, Ed.D., CEAS 
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Lauren Judith Abrin ........ Palm Beach Gardens, Florida James Higgins ................... ......... Forest Hills, New York 
Joshua Edward Adlam* ................. Fort Meade, Florida Kathryn Lee Horton ........................... Quincy, Florida 
Freire Lorenzo Alcantara ............ ......... .. Davie, Florida Melodee Lynn Jackson ....................... Albany, Georgia 
Erin Elizabeth Anderson* ............... Plantation, Florida Dewey Joern .................................... Park Ridge, Illinois 
Kantica Arora ..... ... .... ............. Pembroke Pines, Florida Adam Jones ............................. Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 
Lauren Rachel Weisberg Bellinder* ......... Cooper City, Ashley Jones ......................................... Byron, Georgia 
Florida Alyson Sheryl Kessner .............. Westport, Connecticut 
Stephanie Elyse Berman ................. Franklin, Michigan Kelly Renee Knoth .......................... Palm City, Florida 
Randy Michael Bittner. ........ West Palm Beach, Florida Taylor C. Kucera ......... .... ......... Lake Forest, California 
Nicole BoswelL ...... .......................... St. Johns, Florida Derek Ernest Lair ............. ... .. Florence, South Carolina 
Amanda Leigh Bourdon .............. Muskegon, Michigan John Lam ............................................. Chicago, Illinois 
Amber J. Boyle ................................ Plymouth, Indiana Daniel C. Lazo ...................................... Miami, Florida 
Angela Lynn Boyle ......................... Plymouth, Indiana Katherine A. Leon .................... Land O'Lakes, Florida 
Ricardo Anibal Carriles-Albertorio ... Orlando, Florida Brittney N. Marriott .... Indian Harbour Beach, Florida 
Amy L. Casteel .............................. Hollywood, Florida Valerie Elaine Martin ...................... Arlington, Indiana 
Jennifer Lynnette Clarkson ............... Sarasota, Florida Brittany LeAnn McConnell ........... Plantation, Florida 
William Shannon Daniels .... ................ Jupiter, Florida Eric Michaluk.. ... .......................... ..... Olney, Maryland 
Audrey Nicole De La Garza* .......... Columbiana, Ohio Noelle Elizabeth Michels** ............. Chilton, Wisconsin 
Elizabeth Carmen Del Valle* ........... Tavernier, Florida Emma Miller* ......................................... Mason, Ohio 
Jason W. DeVoe .............................. .......... Irving, Texas Rachel Lynn Montgomery* .......... Boca Raton, Florida 
Lindsay Dodds ....................... McMurray, Pennsylvania Kevin John O'Connor* ............... San Juan Capistrano, 
Andrew Sheldon Doscher* ......... Sherburne, New York California 
Austin Drake** ....................................... Dallas, Texas Megan Page ............................ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Timothy Drew .................... .. Anderson, South Carolina Naha Rakesh Patel.. ................. ..... Schaumburg, Illinois 
Jessica Marie Estrada ............................ Tampa, Florida Kyle Payne .......................... Bradford, Ontario, Canada 
Austin Frohnappel* .............................. Miami, Florida Elizabeth Polejewski .................... Punta Gorda, Florida 
Sarah Michele Gaynor ............... Delray Beach, Florida Kenzie Ann Rowda ......................... . Inverness, Florida 
Lauren Annell Goforth** .................... Tampa, Florida Justin Stephen Rowley ............. Wesley Chapel, Florida 
Ethan Goldstein ........................ Wilmington, Delaware Dana Nicole Sahd* ............ Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Aqiyla Farida Gomez ................ Diego Martin, Trinidad Samantha Jane Schubert* ........... Cooper City, Florida 
William Joseph Goumas ............ Delray Beach, Florida Michael Anthony Selvaggi, Jr. .. Wesley Chapel, Florida 
Stanley Alexander Gutierrez .......... Plantation, Florida William Daniel Siesel* ..... .Indian Rocks Beach, Florida 
Jocelyn Stephanie Hall* ................... Bowie, Maryland David Brandon Smith ... ........ ........... Moultrie, Georgia 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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Ali Soven .............. ......... .... .. .... .... ....... Weston, Florida Carolyn Elizabeth Tremblay ......... Winter Park, Florida 
Kelly Michelle Sweeney** ............ Rochester, New York Nathalie Jasmin Watzinger ....... ........... Naples, Florida 
Kevin Swieboda* .............................. Naperville, Illinois Rebeccah Leeann Westol* ............... .... . Ocala, Florida 
Katie Thompson* ........................ Linwood, New Jersey Rachel B. Woodson ........................... Rogers, Arkansas 
Anhnhi Tran ...................... Ottawa, Ontario, Canada Christine Read Young ................. Roswell, New Mexico 
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPy-TRANSITION PROGRAM 
Ananda Babineau* ....................... ........ Miami, Florida Tamar Lynn Ozery* ...................... Boca Raton, Florida 
Juan Camilo Carrasquilla Toro ............ Naples, Florida Jacqueline Del Pilar Riera .................. Surfside, Florida 
Lori Sue Deyo-Obler* ................... Boca Raton, Florida Lucas J. Proenca* .................................. Miami, Florida 
Kelly-Ann Maxorinthia Gordon-Johnson .... St. Mary, Nathercia Rocha ......... ........ ..... ... ...... .... Miami, Florida 
Jamaica Surangi Shah* ............... ........ Hillsborough, New Jersey 
Anne Charles Holness ...................... Miramar, Florida Linus Ren Hao Tan* .................... Singapore, Singapore 
Richard Steven Hoo Fung ............... Kingston, Jamaica Sonja Kaye Patricia Williams* .. ....... Kingston, Jamaica 
Ramon Ronald Anthony Hunter. .... Kingston, Jamaica 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Ashraf Abdelhamid .... ...... ........ Oakland Park, Florida 
Jonathan Eric Gallas .. .................. ... Loves Park, Illinois 
Janet Anne Herbold .............................. Rye, New York 
*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors 
Steven Marc Jackson ........................... Chicago, Illinois 
Paul Anthony Salamh .... ...... Durham, North Carolina 
COLLEGE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 
Presented by Dean Harold E. Laubach, Ph.D., M.S., B.S. 
MASTER OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
Fernando Antonio Doval... .................... Davie, Florida Sahyly Hernandez ......... .... .. .... ....... ........ Davie, Florida 
Marlene Teresa Fernandez .. ..... ....... ... Surfside, Florida Shannon N. Mohabir. ................ Coral Springs, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY 
Presented by Dean David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO 
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY 
Jordan Lee Ellis Alexander ......... ..... .. .. Hendersonville, Pinar Haytac ................................... ..... Sunrise, Florida 
North Carolina Kendall Marie Henne* ....... ............ Eagle Lake, Florida 
Debbie Felisha Ali .................................. Davie, Florida Vladislav Ivanchenko ................... Jacksonville, Florida 
Noorina Ali.. ............... ... ............ .... Newburgh, Indiana Leann Catherine Jaroczynski* ... Brown Deer, Wisconsin 
Leiseane Paiva Almeida ................ Boca Raton, Florida Monica Ellen Jezior* ............................ Lowell, Indiana 
Lacy James Alvarez* .. ........................... Starke, Florida Diana Jimenez ...... ............... ..... ... .......... Miami, Florida 
Miriam Anglo* ....................... Pembroke Pines, Florida Sheela Rani Kesavalu ................. ........... Miami, Florida 
Srishti Attri ..................... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida Almas Khan ................................... Hollywood, Florida 
Ryan Beck ........... .......................... Boca Raton, Florida Fatima Khan* ............ Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada 
Anthony M. Belekanich ........................ Davie, Florida Philip Koo-Young Kim* ... .. Chatham, Ontario, Canada 
Alexandra Clarisa Bennett** ......... Newark, Delaware Philip Kim* ..... ... .. ............. Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
Paul Keith Biggs ................... Asheville, North Carolina Joanna Barbara Komar* ... .. ... ...... ... .. Rockledge, Florida 
Tisha Marie Cabatana ......................... Tampa, Florida Rachael Marie Koschnick ......... Nordland, Washington 
Victor Manuel Calderon, Jr. .................. Miami, Florida Elina Kosov ................. ..... .......... Marlboro, New Jersey 
Raymond Carneglia III ....... ........ ... San Antonio, Texas Zuber Akbar Koya ............................... Chicago, Illinois 
Brenda Castro ................................ Madera, California Mileidy Largo Piedra ............................. Miami, Florida 
Jitesh Chauhan ..................... .... Dollard Des Ormeaux, Joanne Chih-Ann Lee ........ Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Quebec, Canada 
Fenfei Chen ........................................ Orlando, Florida 
Rosemary Ying-hwa Liao ....... ..... Apex, North Carolina 
Brooke R. Liberman ....... ..... ..... .......... .... Davie, Florida 
Angela Cho ............................................ Davie, Florida 
Coral Cohen ....................... Hallandale Beach, Florida 
Tiffany Lin* .............. .... ... ..... .................. Davie, Florida 
Anna-Kaye Marie Logan* ............... Bradenton, Florida 
Jamie Lynne Congleton ......................... Davie, Florida Elise Aubrey Lord ..... ..... ...... ..... ........ Palm Bay, Florida 
Stephanie Cortes .................... Pembroke Pines, Florida Angela Lynn Love ................... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Lawrence-Stuart Miciano Cruz .............. Davie, Florida Dalila Lizette Lucatero ............. .. .Livermore, California 
Kelsey Anne Deitz* ........................ Manassas, Virginia Hammad A. Mallick .................. North Miami, Florida 
Mary Hieu Doan ................................. Wichita, Kansas Tyler Michael Mautino ........... Finleyville, Pennsylvania 
Dennis Gregory Doderer. ............ ......... Sanibel, Florida Shalonda Trenise McCallum .... ........ Miramar, Florida 
Erik C. Eklund ......................... Miami Springs, Florida Rebecca Suzanne McLaughlin* ......... Pompano Beach, 
Alex Foster Falb ............................ Tallahassee, Florida Florida 
Cathrine Farah ........................ ............. Sunrise, Florida Jilka Modi* ....................................... Doraville, Georgia 
Nathalie Elizabeth Findlater ... Pembroke Pines, Florida Marcelo Marcos Moya* .......................... Davie, Florida 
Dane Joseph Gies ............. Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania Justin Andrew Moyer .... ............ .... ..... .. Tipp City, Ohio 
Marisol Nabila Gomez ......... ..... . Key Biscayne, Florida Syed Atef Mujeeb* ................................. Davie, Florida 
Rene Gonzales, Jr. .................... Miami Springs, Florida Michael P. Murphy ........ ....... .... ..... Greenacres, Florida 
Marilu Greyling* ................................ Orlando, Florida Erica Nicole Nieves ....................... Celebration, Florida 
Wendy Shain a Gross* ..................... Longwood, Florida Amanda C. Nugent ........ ....................... Jupiter, Florida 
James Francis Hammond ............. .......... Holly Springs, Michael Thomas O'Neill, Jr. .................... Canonsburg, 
North Carolina Pennsylvania 
Nicole M. Hannum ......... ... ... ... ..... Fredonia, New York 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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Deepa Vimal Patel* .............................. Odessa, Florida Melissa Sue Smith .................. Lighthouse Point, Florida 
Preyaben Dineshbhai Patel ............ Edison, New Jersey Anh Quynh Ta ........................... .. .... . Orlando, Florida 
Brady Andrew Pederson .......... Park Rapids, Minnesota Samia Tahir ................................ North Miami, Florida 
Linda Dao Pham ....................... Milton, Massachusetts Lawrence Tam ................... Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
NhaThy Hong Pham .......................... Orlando, Florida Attila Tamas ........................ Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Jennifer Roman ............................. Celebration, Florida Tincy Elizabeth Thomas ................. Plant City, Florida 
Thomas Lee Rooney .................... . Alpharetta, Georgia Charles Andrew Tille* .. ........... Lakewood, Washington 
Leticia Alexandra Rousso ............. Boca Raton, Florida Don Quang Tran ............ Huntington Beach, California 
Alberto Salomon Sanchez .................... Miami, Florida Carolyn Thi Van .................... Lake Charles, Louisiana 
Curtis L. Scott .............................. . Hollywood, Florida Genny Thi Vo .................................. Gretna, Louisiana 
Vijay Shenai ................................... Spring Hill, Florida Cassandria Elizabeth Warr* ....... Coral Springs, Florida 
Ali Siblani .... .................... Tecumseh, Ontario, Canada Christian Avery Wood** .......... . Warren, Pennsylvania 
Daniel Seward Smith* ........................... Davie, Florida Lita Wu ................................. San Francisco, California 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CLINICAL VISION RESEARCH 
Julie Anne Rodman ....................... ................... ..... ................................ ................................... ......... Miami, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors 
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COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 
Presented by Dean Lisa Deziel, Pharm.D., Ph.D., BCPS, FASHP 
DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 
Catalina Acosta* ............. .................... Naples, Florida 
Vanessa Acosta .............................. Wellington, Florida 
Adwoa Boatemaa Afreh .................... Bowie, Maryland 
Sana Ahmad ............ ...... ...................... . Miami, Florida 
Meilyn Aller .......................................... Miami, Florida 
Ripal Ghanshyambhai Amin ................ Dehgam, India 
Anusha Annapureddy ........................... Davie, Florida 
Athena Antonos .................................... Davie, Florida 
Christophe Antonos .............................. Davie, Florida 
Beniluz Aponte Cuevas .. ............ .. Arecibo, Puerto Rico 
Deylen S. Aponte-Rosario ... Barranquitas, Puerto Rico 
Christian Arikape ............................... Hialeah, Florida 
Yevgen Baran ...................... Hallandale Beach, Florida 
Wahid Barghouthy ...................... Jensen Beach, Florida 
Matthew Aaron Bauman ............ ...... Tamarac, Florida 
Lisa-Marie Bernal** ................... Palmetto Bay, Florida 
Nicole Jane Bernhardt** .............. Homestead, Florida 
Jigisha D. Bhagat .................................... Davie, Florida 
Fernando Jose Blanco ................ Miami Beach, Florida 
Michael John Borrero Marrero ....... Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Angelica M. Borrero Olan .............. Yauco, Puerto Rico 
Meredith Ashley Brook .... North Miami Beach, Florida 
Matthew Brooks ................................. Orlando, Florida 
Brooke Renee Burgess ............................ Davie, Florida 
Zaritza Zoe Cajigas ....................... Aguada, Puerto Rico 
Darlenys Camaraza* .............................. Miami, Florida 
Raquel Alicia Caporella .................. Plantation, Florida 
Maria Karla Casals .. .............................. Miami, Florida 
Sady Castane ......................................... Miami, Florida 
Joseph George Celento ................... Hamlin, New York 
Jonathan Freddy Choukroun ... Vielle Toulouse, France 
Lisandra M. Cordero Santiago* .... Camuy, Puerto Rico 
Yolanda Simone Cornwall ............ Boca Raton, Florida 
Alfredo Gabriel Corton .................... Miramar, Florida 
Miriam Danaeifard** ................. Miami Beach, Florida 
Carlos Joel Davila Padilla ............ Dorado, Puerto Rico 
Kimberly R. Davis* .................... Pittsgrove, New Jersey 
Antonio Miguel De Leon ....... ............. . Miami, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors 
Rosaura Del Valle Figueroa* ........ Gurabo, Puerto Rico 
Brandon Charles Deppert .... West Palm Beach, Florida 
Nicole Derisma ........................ Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Harshal Jaykant Desai.. ....................... ... Davie, Florida 
Khyati Desai ........................................... Davie, Florida 
Issouf Diallo ......................... ...... .. New York, New York 
Danh Thanh Doan ................. New Pt. Richey, Florida 
Erick E. Dominguez ...... .... ....... Miami Gardens, Florida 
Yudania Dominguez ....................... .. ... Hialeah, Florida 
Michael William Drake** ............... Plantation, Florida 
Irina Dubrovskaya ............................... Weston, Florida 
Katerine Dumais** ................................ Davie, Florida 
Patricia Echevarria ..................... . Penuelas, Puerto Rico 
Ashley Eckert ................................ Boca Raton, Florida 
Heidy Fernandez* ............................ Plantation, Florida 
Jesus Fernandez* ................................... Miami, Florida 
Meyli Fernandez .................................... Miami, Florida 
Adam James Fox .......................... Port Orange, Florida 
Doris Garcia ..................... North Miami Beach, Florida 
Jillian Eve Gillis ............................. Hollywood, Florida 
Juleisis Almeida Gomez ....................... Hialeah, Florida 
David Daniel Gonzalez ...................... . Hialeah, Florida 
Loliet Gonzalez Martinez ...................... Miami, Florida 
Valerie Guerrier ......................... Port St. Lucie, Florida 
Shaun Michael Gutstein ............. . Cooper City, Florida 
David Patrick Harriman II.. ................... Davie, Florida 
Matthew Steven Hartwig ....... Pompano Beach, Florida 
Gazal Suresh Harwani* .................. Ahmedabad, India 
Trevor T. Henderson ....................... West Park, Florida 
Luis Alberto Hernandez* ...................... Miami, Florida 
Yanet Hernandez* ............................... Hialeah, Florida 
Janibeth Hernandez Rivera ......... Aibonito, Puerto Rico 
Nicole Hope ...................................... Parkland, Florida 
Federica Helena Hulett ......................... Miami, Florida 
Nouhad Nizar Jalloul** ................... Plantation, Florida 
Tatiana Jenistova ..... ........... ........ Coral Gables, Florida 
Douglas Joffe ................................. Boca Raton, Florida 
Jasmin R. Jose ..................................... Orlando, Florida 
Heidi Marie Kelly .... ........ ........ ....... .. Edina, Minnesota 
Hetvi Dhaval Khambhati ......... Livingston, New Jersey 
Ghazwa Badr Korayem* ... ....... ..... ... Plantation, Florida 
Asisha Sara Koshy ...... ..... ........... Coral Springs, Florida 
Aimee Ariel Krise ............. ......... Coral Springs, Florida 
Elisabeth Samedy Labady .. ... ..... Delray Beach, Florida 
Vanesa Laboy Colon* .......... .. .}uana Diaz, Puerto Rico 
Mirta Eliana Lajara Rivera, Sr. .... Angeles, Puerto Rico 
Michael Lall Dass .. .................. ....... Wellington, Florida 
Craig A. Larsen II ........ ...... ......... .... Kissimmee, Florida 
Marisol Lebron ............. Lajas, Puerto Rico, Puerto Rico 
Marfa Amalia Leon Yordan ... Coto Laurel, Puerto Rico 
Elizabeth Marie Lessmann* .. ..... .... Hollywood, Florida 
Antonella Magnolia Lezark .... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Christopher Michael Lezark ... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Jose Obed Lisboa Plato ............. Mayaguez, Puerto Rico 
Wan-Yun Liu ... ............... ................ ....... Taipei, Taiwan 
Margaret M. Lopez Monge .. .. Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico 
Annette Losada ..... ......... ..... ............ ...... Miami, Florida 
Andrew Alexander Mahrer ... Royal Palm Beach, Florida 
Inesa Maksymchuk ..... ....... ............ . Plantation, Florida 
Victor Emmanuel Maldonado-Reyes ......... .}uana Diaz, 
Puerto Rico 
Joycelinne Vanessa Marenco ..... .. .. ..... Hialeah, Florida 
Jaime Andres Marin ... ........ ......... ... ... .... Miami, Florida 
Shayra Marie Marrero Rodriguez ... ...... ....... . Bayamon, 
Puerto Rico 
Brandon Kyle Martinez ....... ......... ..... Phoenix, Arizona 
Maria de L. Martinez Marrero ..... .. ... .. .... . Santa Isabel, 
Puerto Rico 
Darshan Jayendra Masalawala ................. Irving, Texas 
Illiriya Matviyiva ............ ....... .... .. .... ..... Sunrise, Florida 
Jessie Rose McLaughlin ......... ....... Auburndale, Florida 
Yekaterina Lvovna Melomed ...... ... Hollywood, Florida 
Allan Mendez ........ .... .. ....... Southwest Ranches, Florida 
Belacryst Azary Mendez .. .......... .......... .. Miami, Florida 
Jenny Andrea Mendoza ..... ... ........... Plantation, Florida 
Lisandra Menendez Torres ......... .. Villalba, Puerto Rico 
Angela Mensah* ........... ........ ....... .......... Davie, Florida 
Sheila Marie Montalvo ........ .. Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Yeney Montano ... .... ..... ........... ...... .... .... Miami, Florida 
Reinaldo Armando Montoto .. ..... ....... ... Davie, Florida 
Dianna Carolina Morales ...... ....... ....... . Miami, Florida 
Yadira D. Morejon Ramirez* ..... ...... ...... Miami, Florida 
Muneer Nagi .... .................. ..... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors 
Neelam Naraindas ........... .......... ..... Plantation, Florida 
Nghi Bao Nguyen ........ ....... ..... ..... ... ...... Miami, Florida 
Nguyen Dac Nguyen ...... .... ... ....... ...... Orlando, Florida 
Jumarys Nieves Muniz ...... ..... ... .... . Hatillo, Puerto Rico 
Luz Yanira Nogueras .......... .. .. Barceloneta, Puerto Rico 
Ruth Nyakundi ....... ............ ... ... ..... Crystal, Minneso ta 
Maria Orr .... .... .. ...... ........ Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 
Juan Gabriel Ortiz Sanchez ..... .... Aguada, Puerto Rico 
Nareida Elisa Ortiz .. ..... .... ..... ..... .. Villalba, Puerto Rico 
Yashira Rachelle Pabon-Padin ..... ..... Titusville, Florida 
Divya Pachika ........ .... .. ....... ..... ....... ..... .. Davie, Florida 
Amnet Pantaleon* ....... ...... ... Hialeah Gardens, Florida 
Aditi Ashok Patel... .... ...... ... .......... ..... Orlando, Florida 
Bhavesh Rameshbhai Patel.. ....... Perry Hall, Maryland 
Darshan Jitendrakumar Patel... ... ...... ..... Davie, Florida 
Dhaneshkumar Rajeshkumar Patel** ....... ... Anderson, 
South Carolina 
Mayur Indravadan Patel... .. .... .... ... Elmhurst, New York 
Mehul Kiritkumar Patel ....... ..... .... .... ..... Davie, Florida 
Paras Manubhai Patel ... ..... ..... ... .... .... Margate, Florida 
Rajatkumar Narendra Patel .... . Ellicott City, Maryland 
Sajidbilal Liyakatali Patel... .. ........... ... .. Sunrise, Florida 
Tulsi Kirtee Patel.. .......... .. ...... ........ .. ... .. . Davie, Florida 
Victor Peguero ... ..... ... ........... .... .. Carolina, Puerto Rico 
Matt Joseph Penano ........ ... .......... .. Fort Myers, Florida 
Alejandra Penchi Arzola** .... Coto Laurel, Puerto Rico 
Maricel Pereira .... ....... ..... ..... ............ .... . Miami , Florida 
Ricardo Jose Pereira-Diaz ....... ......... Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Daitiara Perez* .. ... .... ... .... ....... .. ........... Hialeah, Florida 
Lisbett Perez ..... ....... ............... .. ..... ... ... Hialeah, Florida 
Brittany Amber Petrosky ...... ............ . Tallmadge, Ohio 
Don Pham .............. ............ ..... ..... .... .. Orlando, Florida 
Jenny Ngoc Pham .... ............. .... ..... ... .... Miami, Florida 
Jorge Prado ....... ........ ...... ............ .... ...... . Miami, Florida 
Eliza Prieto ..... ....... .......... ..... West Palm Beach, Florida 
Pauley Pynadath ....... ..... ...... .. ...... ..... .... .... Lutz, Florida 
Jennifer Lauren Quevedo ...... ... .... ....... Hialeah, Florida 
Gladiany Ramos-Marrero ........ .. Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
Simone Reid ... ... ........ ... ..... ... West Palm Beach, Florida 
Jimmy James Rivera ........ .......... ..... .... .. Hialeah, Florida 
Shirley M. Rivera Buitrago ....... Aguadilla, Puerto Rico 
Zuleyka Rivera de Choudens ...... .. Arroyo, Puerto Rico 
Solymar Rivera Matos ....... ... Barranquitas, Puerto Rico 
Racquel Annakay Roache ........ . Coral Springs, Florida 
Reynel Rodriguez .... ...... ........ .... ... .. Cutler Bay, Florida 
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Yohanna Rodriguez ... ....... ............. ...... Hialeah, Florida Natalie Melissa Stewart ... ... .............. Miramar, Florida 
Karen Amir Rodriguez-Maldonado .......... .}uana Diaz, Joshua Bartlett Sturtevant ......... ....... . Orlando, Florida 
Puerto Rico Yee Ni Sung .......... ... ....... ........... ..... Wellington, Florida 
Ayuburi Rodriguez Rivera* ... ... Mayaguez, Puerto Rico Nishant Tarunkumar Talati ... Vadodara, Gujarat, India 
Bertha Paola Rojas ..... .. ..... ...... ........ Plantation, Florida Mary Michelle Tamayo ... ........... .... Avon Park, Florida 
Hector R. Roman Dejesus ...... ...... .... .... Tampa, Florida Brunette Tercier ...... .... ..... .... .............. ... Miami, Florida 
Niurka Rouco, Jr. ....... ............. . Miami Gardens, Florida Sowmya Thanigaivelu ........ ....... ... ... ... Maineville, Ohio 
Roiner Ruiz ..... .... .......... .. ... ..... ........... .. Hialeah, Florida Amanda Therrien .. .... .... .... .... ... ... .. Clawson, Michigan 
Jolyne Saint-Louis ...... ... .......... Pembroke Pines , Florida Andrew John Torkelson ... ... ..... ............. . Waverly, Iowa 
Veronica Salazar. ..... .................... Miami Lakes, Florida Erika Torres Santiago .... ... ........... . Villalba, Puerto Rico 
Sarah Mahmoud Salem ..... ... ......... Fort Pierce, Florida Sally Marie Torres ......... .......... ..... ... Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Sailyn Sanabria .... ....... .... .......... ....... ... Hialeah, Florida Thuy Nhu Tran ... .. ... ....... Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 
Frances J. Sanchez Gonzalez ........ .. Cayey, Puerto Rico Steven T unnicliffe* ... ... ........ .. Deerfield Beach, Florida 
Gladys S. Santiago .... ... ........... .. Maunabo, Puerto Rico Stepan Uhlyar ... .... ....... .. ............. ... Hollywood, Florida 
Melissa Santibanez** ...... .............. ....... . Miami, Florida Omer Yarkin Ulku ....... ..... ........... . Boca Raton, Florida 
Kevin Onofre O. Santos III ...... .. Palm Beach Gardens, Zilka Liz Varela Torres ..... ..... .... .. .... Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Florida 
Joia Desiree Saidah Saylor* ...... . St. Petersburg, Florida 
Stacia Schaefer. ... ........ ... ..... .......... ... ... .. }upiter, Florida 
Ravin Seewah ..... ............ ... ..... ... Coral Gables, Florida 
Winel Amaury Segarra Torres** .... Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Melissa C. Selinger. .... ...... ... . West Palm Beach, Florida 
Amanda Vargas Sepulveda* .... .. .. Caguas, Puerto Rico 
Ivelisse Vargas Sepulveda .. ......... .. Caguas, Puerto Rico 
Karuna Chowdary Veeramachaneni ... Hyderabad, India 
Danny Villa ....... ............ .................. ... . Weston, Florida 
Jovanny Villa ..... ... ....... ... ............ .... .. ..... Miami, Florida 
Bonnie Chi Vo ...... ... .................. .. ........ Sunrise, Florida 
Michael Harry Serbun ........ ... Pompano Beach, Florida 
Munir Rohitbhai Shah* .... ... ...... .... Trophy Club, Texas 
Nakshi Vinay Shah ............ ............ Wellington, Florida 
Lucy Seth Voltaire .... ....... North Miami Beach , Florida 
Alexa L. Vyain .. .............. ......... .. ......... Fishers, Indiana 
Desrene Annmarie Cameron Walker ... Pembroke Pines , 
Sanketkumar Virendrabhai Shah ........ ..... ... Vadodara, Florida 
Gujarat, India William Joseph Watson, Jr. .... West Palm Beach, Florida 
Swapnil R. Shah .. .... ... ..... ...... Dranklin, Massachusetts Amanda Whitman ... ...... .. ...... ... ....... Parkland, Florida 
Alexander Ryan Shaw ...... ... ... Yorba Linda, California Ting Wong ..... ...... .... ..... ...... .......... Memphis, Tennessee 
Smita Shrivastava .. .... .... .... ..... ........ ... .... Davie , Florida Yamel Yanez .... ... .. .......... ..... ........ ... ...... . Miami, Florida 
Natalie Sobrino ............. .. .................... Hialeah, Florida Zenaida Zaldivar** .............. ........ ...... .. Hialeah, Florida 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
David Jude Mastropietro .... .... .. ...... ..... .. .... .... ...... ......... ..... ....... ... .. ... .. ..................... ..... ...... ..... ....... ..... Davie, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
NOTE: The listing of degree and academic honors candidates in this program is based upon PRELIMINARY information provided 
by each academic program office at the time of publication . The official conferral of degrees and awarding of academic honors occur 
upon satisfactory completion of all academic requirements. Publication in this commencement program does not determme degree or 
honors eligibility or represent an official listing of degree or honors recipients. The student's permanent record, on file m the Office of the 
University Registrar, remains the official testimony of the possession of a Nova Southeastern University degree. 
• 
.. 
DISTINGUISHED HONOREE 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 
Gabbi Promoff, M.A. 
Associate Director for Policy, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention's 
Office on Smoking and Health 
With more than 15 years of tobacco control experience, Gabbi 
Promoff, M.A., serves as the associate director for policy in the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention's Office on Smoking and Health 
(OSH). Promoff provides expertise and strategic direction on tobacco 
control policy and leadership on national and state tobacco control 
policy initiatives. She also represents OSH on matters related to 
policy and social and environmental interventions that reduce tobacco use and eliminate exposure to 
secondhand smoke. Additionally, she provides essential information to the public and key stakeholders 
about scientific research and discoveries by OSH through media outreach and other endeavors. 
Promoffhas been instrumental in the release of major CDC publications, such as the 2007 and 2014 
Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs guidance documents, as well as four Surgeon 
General's Reports on smoking and health. These include The Health Consequences of Involuntary 
Exposure to Tobacco Smoke, released in 2006; How Tobacco Smoke Causes Disease, released in 2010; 
Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults, released in 2012; and The Health Consequences 
of Smoking-50 Years of Progress, released in 2014. She led the national earned media launch of Tips from 
Former Smokers, the first paid national tobacco education campaign, which profiles real people who live 
with serious long-term health effects from smoking and secondhand smoke. 
Also serving as co-manager of the Healthy People 2020 Tobacco Use topic area, Promoff recently provided 
essential support to the CDC chief of staff and Office of the Director to help respond to the Ebola crisis. 
Prior to joining the CDC, Promoff worked at GolinHarris International providing social marketing 
expertise to more than 10 state departments about health and tobacco prevention and control 
movements, and she worked on the American Legacy Foundation's truth® campaign. 
Originally from South Florida, she graduated from Emory University with a B.A. in Political Science 
and received a master's degree from the George Washington University School of Political Management. 
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PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH 
As I enter the profession of physical therapy, I solemnly and willingly pledge the following: 
I will strive to demonstrate professionalism as reflected in the APTA's Core Values in all my professional and 
personal endeavors. 
I will respect the rights and dignity of all individuals and will provide compassionate care. 
I will be trustworthy in all aspects of physical therapy practice. 
I will place the welfare of my patients above my own self-interest. 
I will provide accurate and relevant information to patients about their care and to the public about physical 
therapy services. 
I will exercise sound judgment and comply with the laws and regulations that govern physical therapy, and 
will protect the public from unethical, incompetent, and illegal acts. 
I will maintain professional competence and promote high standards for physical therapy practice, education, 
and research. 
I will address the health needs of society and strive to effect changes that benefit patients and the community. 
I will contribute to the body of knowledge that is physical therapy. 
I will respect the rights, knowledge, and skills of colleagues and other health care professionals, and seek 
consultation whenever the welfare of the patient may be advanced. 
Thus, with this pledge, I freely accept the responsibilities that accompany the academic preparation for, and 
the practice of, physical therapy . 
OPTOMETRIC OATH 
With full deliberation, I freely and solemnly pledge that: 
I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and conscientiously, and to the fullest scope of my 
competence. 
I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the highest standards, ethics, and ideals of my 
chosen profession, and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has been granted me . 
I will provide professional care for those who seek my services, with concern, with compassion, and with due 
regard for their human rights and dignity . 
I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above personal gain and strive to see that none shall lack 
for proper care. 
I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted to me in confidence by my patients. 
I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may serve to restore, maintain, or enhance their 
vision and general health. 
I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so that my patients can benefit from all new 
and efficacious means to enhance the care of human vision. 
I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow optometrists and other professionals for the 
benefit of patients and the advancement of human knowledge and welfare. 
I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country, and humankind, as a citizen as well as 
an optometrist. 
I hereby commit myself to be steadfast of this, my solemn oath and obligation. 
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PHARMACIST'S OATH 
I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfilling 
this vow: 
I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of human suffering my primary concerns. 
I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of my ability to assure optimal outcomes 
for my patients. 
I will respect and protect all personal and health information entrusted to me. 
I will accept the lifelong obligation to improve my professional knowledge and competence. 
I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of our profession's moral, ethical, 
and legal conduct. 
I will embrace and advocate change that improves patient care. 
I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values to prepare the next generation of pharmacists. 
I take these vows voluntarily, with the full realization of the responsibility with which I am entrusted 
by the public. 
UNIVERSITY VISION, MISSION, AND CORE VALUES 
VISION 2020 STATEMENT 
By 2020, through excellence and innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning, Nova 
Southeastern University will be recognized by accrediting agencies, the academic community, and the 
general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that engages all 
students and produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives, fields of study, and 
resulting careers. 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, is to offer a diverse 
array of innovative academic programs that complement on-campus educational opportunities and 
resources with accessible, distance-learning programs to foster academic excellence, intellectual 
inquiry, leadership, research, and commitment to community through engagement of students and 
faculty members in a dynamic, lifelong learning environment. 
CORE VALUES 
Academic Excellence 
Student Centered 
Integrity 
Innovation 
Opportunity 
Scholarship/Research 
Diversity 
Community 
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Walter Lee Banks, Sr. 
Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 
Keith A. Brown 
Rick Case 
R. Douglas Donn 
Arthur J. Falcone 
Silvia M. Flores, M.D. 
Steven J. Halmos 
Melanie G. May, J.D. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Chair 
RONALD G. ASSAF 
Vice Chair 
BARRY J. SILVERMAN, M.D. 
President and CEO 
GEORGE L. HANBURY II, Ph.D. 
Secretary 
W. TINSLEY ELLIS, J.D. 
Carol M. Harrison 
Susanne Hurowitz 
Mike Jackson 
Royal F. Jonas, J.D. 
Milton L. Jones, Jr. 
Barbara Trebbi Landry 
Alan B. Levan 
Nell McMillan Lewis, EdD. 
Albert J. Miniaci 
Ex OFFICIO 
George 1. Platt, J.D. 
TRUSTEE EMERITUS 
H. Wayne Huizenga 
Samuel F. Morrison 
Charles L. Palmer 
Martin R. Press, J .0. 
Paul M. Sallarulo 
Philip P. Smith 
J. Kenneth Tate 
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 
Michael Zager 
Tony Segreto 
UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Jacqueline A. Travisano, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating Officer 
Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 
Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Health Professions Division Chancellor 
Lydia M. Acosta, M.A. 
Vice President for Information Services 
and University Librarian 
Joel S. Berman, J.D. 
Vice President for Legal Affairs 
Stephanie G. Brown, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services 
Bonnie Clearwater, M.A. 
Director of NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale 
Marc Crocquet, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Business Services 
Richard E. Davis, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Regional Campus Network 
and Online Operations 
Kelly Gregg, B.S. 
Vice President for Clinical Operations 
Gary S. Margules, Sc.D. 
Vice President for Research and Technology Transfer 
Ron Midei, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Director for Internal Auditing 
Michael Mominey, M.S. 
Director of Athletics 
Jennifer O'Flannery Anderson, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Advancement 
and Community Relations 
Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A. 
Vice President for Human Resources 
Donald Rudawsky, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness 
Alyson Silva, M.A.C., CPA 
Vice President for Finance 
and Chief Financial Officer 
Robin Supler, J.D. 
Vice President for Compliance 
and Chief Integrity Officer 
H. Thomas Temple, M.D. 
Senior Vice President for Translational Research 
and Economic Development 
Tom West, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Information Technologies 
and Chief Information Officer 
Brad A. Williams, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of 
the College of Undergraduate Studies 
Peter J. Witschen, M.P.A. 
Vice President for Facilities Management 
and Public Safety 
Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
Chancellor 
Abraham S. Fischler, Ed.D. 
University President Emeritus 
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HEALTH PROFESSIONS DIVISION DEANS 
Irving Rosenbaum 
D.P.A., Ed.D., M.P.A. 
Provost and Executive Dean for Administration 
Lisa Deziel 
Pharm.D., Ph.D., BCPS, FASHP 
Dean, College of Pharmacy 
Harold E. Laubach 
Ph.D., M.S., B.S. 
Dean, College of Medical Sciences 
David S. Loshin 
O.D., Ph.D., FAAO 
Dean, College of Optometry 
Linda C. Niessen 
D.M.D., M.P.H., M.P.P. 
Dean, College of Dental Medicine 
Marcella M. Rutherford 
Ph.D., M.B.A., M.S.N. 
Dean, College of Nursing 
Elaine M. Wallace 
D.O., M.S., M.S., M.S. 
Dean, College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Stanley H. Wilson 
PT, Ed.D., CEAS 
Dean, College of Health Care Sciences 
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The College of Health Care Sciences, College of Medical Sciences, College of Optometry, and 
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Dawn Da Costa 
Jeanne De Caro 
Lori Beth Dribin 
Melissa Goldstein 
Madeleine Hellman 
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SPECIAL ApPRECIATION Is EXTENDED To 
David Tyree for announcing the candidates 
Mark Cavanaugh for coordinating, orchestrating, and directing today's commencement ensemble and to the 
members of the orchestra for their musical talents 
Brandon Hensler and Vera Mandilovitch for work to promote the commencement season 
Elaine Poff for chairing the University Commencement Planning Committee and coordinating 
commencement exercises and program design 
Rose Ortega and Richard Kelch for assisting with the coordination of the commencement exercises and 
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The Nationwide Interpreter Resource, Inc., for sign language interpretation of the ceremony 
The professional staff of the College of Health Care Sciences, College of Medical Sciences, College of 
Optometry, and College of Pharmacy for assisting at the commencement ceremony 
NSU Bookstore staff 
NSU Call Center staff 
NSU Enrollment and Student Services staff 
NSU Office of the University Registrar 
NSU Office of Public Safety 
NSU Physical Plant staff 
The Arena at the Don Taft University Center staff 
Werner Kahn Studios 
Nova Southeastern University Anthem 
© 2006, Marx Music, AU Rights Reserved. Used with permission. 
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE 
Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of 
learning of the western world in the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early 
students and monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly 
devotion so basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge. 
The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the 
ever-increasing awareness of the decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization 
influenced leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create 
this differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of 
arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the 
distinctive character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 
then, simply identification. As such, measures were taken to signify, through distinctive markings on 
the academicians' attire, the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the 
degree had been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor's, master's, or doctorate. 
Of the three pieces of academic attire-the cap, the gown, and the hood-it is the hood that offers 
the most abundant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner lining of the 
hood identifies the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted 
two-color patterns and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from 
other institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. A final feature of the hood concerns its length and width and 
distinguishes further between holders of bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees. The length of the 
hood for the bachelor's degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet border of two 
inches. At Nova Southeastern University, however, individuals receiving a bachelor's degree do not 
wear a hood. A master's degree holder has a hood three-and-one-half feet in length with a three-inch-
wide border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear a hood 
four feet in length, open at the bottom with a five-inch border. 
The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor's gown is 
relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 
the long, pointed sleeves. The master's gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves 
are oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front 
edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor's gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and 
around the neck of the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars of the 
same material as the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be 
ornamental in color. 
The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United 
States, although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of the doctoral degree. 
Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor's and master's degrees. These denote the 
field of learning. 
The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion 
at academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an 
outward sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain timeless values 
essential to the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one's 
own tirelessness in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also 
the responsibility of the new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals 
of academic freedom have not been threatened in this country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by 
scholars from Central and Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became 
a symbol of their refusal to be dominated completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized 
their persistent links to the worldwide community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress 
should be seen not simply as a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on 
all members of universities. 
HONORS 
Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic 
honors as well as campus leadership, service, and engagement. 
PROCESSIONAL BANNERS (GONFALONS) 
The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics 
of Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the 
world as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools 
within the university in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various 
academic divisions of Nova Southeastern University. 
The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. On the 
upper half is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe 
in the color of that division's principal discipline. 
ARTS, LETTERS, HUMANITIES ........... White OPTOMETRY ................ ........... Sea Foam Green 
ACCOUNTANCY, BUSINESS ................. Drab ORATORY (SPEECH) ...................... Silver Gray 
DENTISTRY ........... ........................ ............ Lilac PHARMACy .................... ............... Olive Green 
ECONOMICS .......................................... Copper PHILOSOPHy ................................ .... Dark Blue 
EDUCATION .............. ........................ Light Blue PODIATRy-CHIROPODy ........ ........ Nile Green 
ENGINEERING ............ ......................... . Orange PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, 
FINE ARTS ................................. ........... .. Brown 
LAW ...... ............................................. ....... Purple 
MEDICINE ................... .......................... .. Green 
MUSIC .............. .... ............................... ........ Pink 
NURSING ............................................. .. Apricot 
HUMAN SERVICE, 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE .......... Peacock Blue 
PUBLIC HEALTH .................. ......... Salmon Pink 
SCIENCE ............................... ....... Golden Yellow 
SOCIAL SCIENCE .............. .................... Cream 
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MACE 
During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a 
symbol to command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As 
newer and more powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of 
authority and today is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions. 
The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and 
usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in 
the 15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity. 
THE NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY MACE 
Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova 
University's mace bore a sterling silver "nova star" 
symbolizing the university's name and mission. 
Symbolically, Nova University's "nova star" burned 
brightly, providing educational enlightenment 
to the world. Today, a new sterling silver mace 
highlights the past, present, and future through the 
inclusion of the original "nova star" representing 
the university's past, surrounding the NSU seal. 
When not in official use, the mace is displayed in 
the rotunda of the William and Norma Horvitz 
Administration Building. 
In Latin, nova means new or innovative. Nova 
Southeastern University was created to be an 
innovative educational institution-to take the best of traditional education from the past and mold 
it to fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow. 
AUTOGRAPHS 
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